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THE   ALTONA   GATORS   BASKETBALL   CLUB   

The  Altona  Gators  Basketball  Associa�on  is  the  Representa�ve  Program  of  the  Altona  Bay               
Basketball  Associa�on  (ABBA)  based  at  the  Altona  Sports  Centre;  our  home  stadium  known               
as  the  Swamp.  Our  junior  teams  compete  in  the  very  pres�gious  Victorian  Junior  Basketball                
League  and  have  consistently  set  a  standard  of  excellence  in  the  growth  for  our  young                 
athletes.     

Our  Senior  Teams  compete  in  Basketball  Victoria’s  Big  V  Compe��on  providing  a  pathway  for                
our  junior  program.  The  Altona  Gators  is  currently  and  has  been  the  catalyst  for  athletes                 
who  currently  play  overseas  in  the  American  College  system,  represent  Victoria  and  has  had                
recent  par�cipants  on  the  2018  Australian  Gems  and  2016  Opals  Olympic  teams.              
Importantly,  we  are  very  connected  to  the  community  with  our  efforts  in  suppor�ng  and                
fundraising  for  causes  such  as  Beyond  Blue,  White  Ribbon,  An�-Bullying  and  Breast  Cancer               
Network   Australia   to   name   a   few.    

In  2021,  the  works  on  Altona  Sports  Centre  will  be  completed  and  we  will  have  an  addi�onal                   
four  courts  at  the  Swamp.  This  will  allow  us  to  run  further  programs  and  greater                 
opportuni�es  to  engage  with  the  wider  community.  We  are  also  excited  to  unveil  the  Altona                 
Gators  Holis�c  Development  Program  to  ensure  our  players  are  provided  with  the  tools  to                
manage  their  well-being,  resilience,  nutri�on,  social  and  community  engagement.  We            
appreciate  2020  has  been  a  difficult  year  for  our  Gator’s  families  and  the  wider  community,                 
so   as   a   club   we   are   commi�ed   to   assist   players   transi�on   back   to   basketball .     

  

What   you   need   to   know   about   playing   Representa�ve   Basketball?     

Compe��on   Structure   

The  Altona  Gators  Junior  Teams  compete  in  the  Victoria  Junior  Basketball  League  (“VJBL”).               
The  VJBL  is  considered  a  premier  compe��on  for  junior  basketball  in  Australia.  It  provides                
wonderful  development  opportuni�es  to  par�cipants.  A�er  try-outs,  teams  enter  two            
grading  phases  which  usually  require  teams  to  play  3-5  games  per  phase.  This  allows  teams                 
to  be  correctly  graded.  The  VJBL  compe��on  allows  teams  from  all  over  Victoria  to  compete                 
against  each  other.  The  compe��on  comprises  teams  from  Metropolitan  and  Country             
Victoria.     

Games   and   Training   

Games  are  played  on  Friday  nights  usually  between  6:40pm  and  9:50pm  in  venues  all  across                 
Victoria.  Generally,  under  12  and  14  teams  play  in  the  earlier  �me  slots.  During  the  Grading                  
Phases,  you  play  one  game  away,  one  at  our  home  stadium  and  one  at  a  neutral  venue.                   
During  the  championship  season,  in  general  half  the  games  are  played  at  home  and  half                 
away.  Players  are  required  to  arrive  at  the  game   at  least  30  minutes  prior  to  the  start  of  the                     
game.     
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Our  teams  usually  train  for  1.5  hours  on  Sunday  morning  and  have  1  session  mid-week.                 
Training  is  very  important  to  the  development  of  junior  athletes  and  is  compulsory.  If  a                 
player  is  injured,  they  are  s�ll  expected  to  a�end  training  as  it  is  a  great  opportunity  for                   
them  to  con�nue  to  learn  and  develop  and  not  feel  like  they  have  fallen  behind  due  to                   
missed  sessions.  We  appreciate  there  will  be  �mes  when  players  have  school  commitments               
or  miss  due  to  illness,  however  if  a  player  is  going  to  miss  training,  they  must  no�fy  the                    
coach  and  team  manager  well  before  the  session.  Persistent  nona�endance  at  training  will               
not  be  tolerated.  Currently  our  Sunday  training  sessions  occur  at  Altona  Stadium  and               
mid-week   training   at   school   venues   throughout   the   local   area.     

Eligibility   

The   compe��on   runs   in   the   following   age   groups:   

Age   Group   Year   of   Birth   
Under   12s   2010,   2011,   2012   
Under   14s   2009,   2008   
Under   16s   2007,   2006   
Under   18s   2005,   2004   
21   and   Under   2003,   2002,   2001   

  

To  play  for  the  Altona  Gators,  players  in  Under  12-16s  must  play  domes�c  basketball  within                 
the  Altona  Bay  Basketball  Associa�on  (“ABBA”)  Domes�c  Compe��on.  Players  who  are             
par�cipants  in  the  Basketball  Victoria  High  Performance  Program  are  exempt  from  this              
requirement.  If  you  transfer  from  another  representa�ve  club,  you  have  un�l  the  new               
Domes�c  Season  commences  to  register  with  an  ABBA  domes�c  team.  Con�nual             
par�cipa�on   in   the   Domes�c   Compe��on   will   be   required.   This   will   be   monitored.     

Registra�on   

Once  the  dates  for  the  season  are  confirmed  by  VJBL,  we  will  be  able  to  confirm  the  fees.  In                     
addi�on  to  the  annual  fee,  you  are  required  to  pay  an  entry  fee  to  each  venue  of                   
approximately  $2-$3  per  person.  Your  team  manager  will  collect  between  $10  to  $15               
(depending  on  the  grade  covering)  per  game  from  each  player  to  help  cover  the  weekly                 
scoresheet.    

Each  player  will  be  required  to  purchase  a  Gator’s  uniform  including  a  Gator’s  singlet  and                 
shorts.   Further   informa�on   regarding   uniforms   will   be   distributed   post   try-outs.   

We  recognise  that  these  costs  can  be  hard  for  some  families,  so  we  are  happy  to  make                   
payment  arrangements  where  necessary.  Please  do  not  let  finances  stop  your  child              
from playing  basketball.  We  also  note  the  Victorian  State  Government  Announcement  that             
eligible  families  will  receive  vouchers  to  assist  the  cover  of  sports  registra�on  and  uniform               
costs.     
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Tournaments   

During  the  year,  Gators  Teams  enter  various  tournaments.  Due  to  the  COVID-19  restric�ons,               
it  is  likely  the  dates  of  these  annual  tournaments  may  change.  If  we  a�end  any                 
tournaments,   you   will   be   no�fied   accordingly   and   players   will   be   asked   to   be   available.     

Court   �me   

Equal  court  �me  is  not  guaranteed  at  a  Representa�ve  Level.  The  game  environment,               
including  the  level  of  compe��on,  role  of  each  player  in  the  team  and  the  circumstances  of                  
the  par�cular  game  may  affect  a  player’s  court  �me.  Court  �me  may  also  be  reduced  for                  
disciplinary  purposes,  including  a  con�nued  lack  of  a�endance  at  training,  being  late  for               
games,  not  giving  a  high  level  of  effort  at  training  or  displaying  poor  sportsmanship.                
However,  we  do  believe  every  player  in  a  �me  has  a  role  and  should  be  afforded  the                   
opportunity  to  develop  over  the  course  of  the  season.  If  a  player  is  frustrated  by  their  court                   
�me,   they   should   speak   directly   with   their   Coach   or   the   Director   of   Coaching   about   this.     

Volunteers   

Our  club  is  almost  en�rely  run  by  volunteers,  many  of  our  volunteers  con�nue  to  assist  the                  
club,  despite  their  children  being  adults  and  no  longer  playing  in  the  program.  Volunteering                
can  be  an  extremely  rewarding  experience  and  provides  an  opportunity  for  parents  or  family                
members  to  meet  like-minded  friends.  If  you  would  like  to  assist  the  club,  please  email                 
info@gators.net.au .   

Programs   

In  2021,  we  will  be  implemen�ng  a  holis�c  development  program.  The  program  aims  to                
ensure  our  players  are  educated  with  respect  to  the  importance  of  well-being,  resilience,               
nutri�on,  strength  and  condi�oning  and  community  engagement.  Experts  in  these  areas  will              
facilitate  this  program.  Further  informa�on  will  be  provided  about  this  program  post              
try-outs.     

We  will  also  run  the  Gators  Advanced  Training  Program  to  provide  an  addi�onal  opportunity                
for  players  to  enhance  their  skills  and  basketball  IQ.  Details  with  respect  to  further  programs                 
will   be   distributed   in   due   course.     

Pathways   

At  Gators,  we  pride  ourselves  on  providing  pathways  for  our  athletes  to  play  at  the  highest                  
level  possible.  The  following  Basketball  Victoria  diagram  signifies  the  basketball  pathways  in              
Australia.  If  you  have  any  ques�ons  about  player  development  pathways  including  through              
Basketball  Victoria  and  Basketball  Australia,  please  contact  our  Director  of  Coaching,  Randy              
Shanklin.     
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Try-Out   Process   and   Protocols     

Try-out   Registra�on     

We  request  that  both  current  Gators  players  and  new  players  to  the  program,  register  their                 
expression  of  interest  in  tryouts  at  the  following  link   h�ps://forms.gle/Xuy3vsfssnmsRnMv9            
at  least  7  days  prior  to  the  first  try-out.  Due  to  COVID-19  restric�ons,  it  is  impera�ve  all                   
players  register  prior  to  this  �me,  to  allow  arrangements  to  be  made  for  try-outs  and  ensure                  
we   comply   with   DHHS   contract   tracing   requirements.   

With  the  current  COVID-19  restric�ons  in  place,  we  are  unable  to  provide  defini�ve  dates  for                
tryouts.  We  will  communicate  the  dates  as  soon  as  we  receive  more  informa�on  from  the                 
Victorian  Government  and  Basketball  Victoria.  We  encourage  exis�ng  players  to  par�cipate             
in  our  return  to  play  program  which  commences  on  11  September  2020.  New  players  to                 
Gators   are   invited   to   a�end   our   Rep   Ready   Program   commencing   on   15   September   2020.   

Parent   Involvement    

In  the  best  interest  of  players  and  coaches,  parents  are  excluded  from  try-outs.  An  excep�on                 
may  be  made  for  a  player  with  underlying  health  concerns  that  needs  to  be  constantly                 
monitored.  Contact  details  of  each  parent  are  collected  during  the  registra�on  process  and  if                
in   the   event   an   injury   or   illness   occurs,   parents   would   be   immediately   contacted.     

Permission   to   Train   and   Clearances     

If  a  player  wishes  to  try-out  at  Gators  and  they  played  for  another  Representa�ve                
Associa�on  in  the  previous  season,  you  are  required  to  obtain  a  permission  to  train  prior  to                  
the  first  try-out  session.  Due  to  COVID-19  restric�ons,  you  do  not  require  a  signed                
permission  to  train  form  rather  the  delegate  from  the  club  you  played  for  must  provide  an                  
email   sta�ng   that   you   have   permission   to   train.     

If  the  player  is  then  selected  in  a  team,  they  cannot  commence  playing  for  Altona  Gators                  
un�l   they   have   been   cleared   from   their   previous   club   pursuant   to   the   VJBL   clearance   rules.     

A�endance   at   try-outs   and   injury   

All  pre-exis�ng  or  long-term  injuries  must  be  communicated  at  the  �me  of  registra�on.  The                
injured  player  will  be  contacted  by  the  Head  Coach  of  each  age  group  and/or  the  Director  of                   
Coaching.  The  injured  player  should  s�ll  a�end  the  try-out.  A  player  should  not  feel                
compelled  to  par�cipate  in  try-outs  if  they  are  injured.  If  a  player  is  unable  to  try-out  in  any                    
capacity  due  to  a  long-term  injury,  their  selec�on  will  be  based  on  previous  performance                
with   vast   consulta�on   with   prior   year   coach(es).   

Players  are  expected  to  a�end  all  sessions  to  be  eligible  for  selec�on  in  a  team.  If  a  player  is                     
unable  to  a�end  due  to  illness  or  injury  or  unforeseen  commitment,  permission  must  be                
sought   and   granted   by   the   Director   of   Coaching   prior   to   the   session.   
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If  a  player  is  not  comfortable  a�ending  try-out  due  to  concerns  regarding  COVID-19,  they                
should   s�ll   register   for   try-outs   and   no�fy   the   club.   

Selec�on   Criteria   and   process     

Selec�on  of  VJBL  teams  is  a  process  which  is  overseen  by  the  Director  of  Coaching  across  all                   
age  groups.  All  coaches  and  assistant  coaches  will  be  involved  in  the  selec�on  process  under                 
the  guidance  of  the  Head  of  age  group  coaches.  The  structure  of  tryouts  will  be  determined                  
by   the   Director   of   Coac hing.     

During  the  try-out  process,  coaches  will  be  assessing  key  a�ributes  (but  not  limited  to);                
athle�cism,  footwork,  skills,  fitness,  poise,  work  rate,  coachability,  a�tude,  poten�al,            
a�tude   and   respect   towards   others.     

Try-out   Process   &   COVID   Prac�ces   and   Procedures     

Once  the  final  numbers  for  try-outs  are  known,  players  will  be  no�fied  of  the  structure  and                  
session  �mes.  Usually,  we  run  three  sessions.  The  number  of  people  involved  in  each  session                 
will  ensure  that  we  are  compliant  with  COVID-19  protocols.  Each  par�cipant  will  be               
forwarded  a  copy  of  our  return  to  train  protocols  prior  to  the  first  session.  It  is  impera�ve                   
these   protocols   are   adhered   to.   

During  the  try-out  sessions,  players  will  be  involved  in  scrimmages.   Following  the  last  try-out                
session,  players  will  be  no�fied  of  their  selec�on.  If  a  player  does  not  wish  to  take  their  spot                    
in   a   team,   they   should   no�fy   the   club   by   8pm   the   day   following   the   announcement.     

Selec�on   Queries   and   Feedback   

We  appreciate  that  at  �mes  players  may  be  disappointed  that  they  do  not  make  the  team                  
they  are  striving  to  make.  As  outlined  above,  there  are  a  variety  of  factors  that  coaches                  
consider  when  selec�ng  teams.  If  a  player  does  not  make  their  desired  team,  they  should                 
not  feel  they  have  failed.  They  will  s�ll  have  an  opportunity  either  as  a  Gators  Player  or                   
through  our  development  programs  to  reach  their  goal.  We  have  seen  many  players  be                
disappointed  not  to  make  their  desired  team  in  younger  age  groups  however  persist  and                
develop  to  reach  their  goals  in  subsequent  years.  We  request  players  and  parents  refrain                
from   making   nega�ve   comments   about   players   throughout   the   selec�on   process.     

Coaches  should  not  be  directly  approached  about  team  selec�on.  All  queries  should  be               
provided  to  the  Director  of  Coaching,  Randy  Shanklin  who  will  liaise  with  the  Head  Coach  of                  
the   age   group   and   provide   feedback.     

If  you  have  any  further  informa�on  about  the  try-out  process  or  playing  representa�ve               
basketball,   please   email    info@gators.net.au   

We   hope   to   see   you   at   try-outs.   
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